
WHERE CAN THE PUBLIC GO TO
FIND OUT WHERE THE

OFFENDER LIVES?

Ø  The sheriff’s office in the county in which
the offender resides;

Ø  On the Internet
     (http://www.accesskansas.org/kbi);

Ø  At KBI headquarters in Topeka.

FLOW CHART FOR OFFENDER
REGISTRATION

Offender is granted probation, released from
prison/jail, or moves into Kansas

ê
Duty to register is explained and registration is

provided to the
ê

Department of Corrections, the Court, or the
local sheriff’s office

ê
Registration is sent to the KBI within three days

ê
KBI sends registration information to the sheriff

in county where offender will reside
ê

Offender must report to the sheriff within 10 days
of moving into the county and verify receipt of

registration by the sheriff
ê

Offender must report change of address to KBI
within 10 days

ê
KBI sends non-forwardable letter to all offenders

every 90 days to verify addresses
ê

If offender does not respond to the letter, KBI
contacts probation or parole officers or the local

sheriff’s office to locate the offender
ê

Offender must notify KBI and local sheriff within
10 days of change of address

ê
KBI refers offender to local prosecutor if
offender appears to be in violation of the

Offender Registration Act
ê

Violation of the Act is a level 10,
non-person felony.

This information is provided by Kansas Attorney General,
Phill Kline and the KBI.  Updated 1/2003.
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The Offender Registration Act is
intended to provide the public with
information regarding convicted
offenders who could pose a threat to
the safety of our families; especially
our children.



HISTORY OF THE OFFENDER
REGISTRATION ACT

The Kansas Sex Offender Registration Act was first
enacted in 1993.  In its initial form, the Act required
a person twice convicted of a sexually violent crime
to register with the sheriff of the Kansas county in
which he or she lived.  Information obtained under
the Act initially was made available only to certified
law enforcement agencies.

In 1994, the Legislature expanded the Act to allow
the public access to registrant information at their
local sheriff’s office.  It is believed that the public
should have the right to know about sex offenders
who live in their communities.  With this information,
Kansas citizens, as well as local law enforcement,
can better make decisions concerning the safety of
their families and their communities.

In 1996, the Kansas Supreme Court declared that
the public access portion of the Act was
unconstitutional for offenders who had committed
their crimes before April 14, 1994.  Due to this
ruling, the public is now only allowed to access
information concerning offenders who committed
their crimes after that date.  Notwithstanding this
limitation on public access, all offenders are still
required to register with their local sheriff’s office.

Since its inception, the legislature has expanded the
list of those who must register to include offenders
convicted of murder, manslaughter, aggravated
kidnapping, kidnapping and criminal restraint.

In 1997, the Kansas Legislature amended the Act to
require offenders to register at the time they are
released from the Department of Corrections (parole)
or when placed with Court Services or Community
Corrections (probation).  Once collected, the
information is forwarded to the Kansas Bureau of
Investigation which is the central repository for all

offender registration.  The KBI then provides the
registrant information to the local sheriff’s office.
As a safeguard, the offender is required to report to
the sheriff’s office within 10 days of entering the
county to ensure that his or her registration form is
on file.  If a registrant moves to a different address,
he or she must give written notice of the change to
the local sheriff’s office and the KBI.  The sheriff
also is responsible for collecting registration
information on offenders who have been convicted
in other states, but are living in Kansas.

The KBI is required to send a non-forwardable letter
to the registrant every 90 days to verify the accuracy
of his or her address and to keep the database as
accurate as possible.  It is a crime for an offender to
fail to keep registration information current.

The Act was amended in 1999 to require lifetime
registration for certain aggravated offenses,
including sexual acts involving penetration with a
victim of any age through the use of force or threat
of serious violence, or engaging in penetration with
victims less than 14 years of age.

An offender who is required to register also is
required to provide DNA samples for the KBI
databank.

Any registered offender who moves out of the state
must notify the law enforcement agency where they
last registered and the KBI within 10 days of such
change in residence.

Effective July 1, 2001, the Act was amended
requiring nonresident persons working or attending
school to register.  Any Kansas residents required to
register under any federal, military or other state’s
law must register in Kansas, even if such conviction
was prior to Kansas’ effective registration date for
that offense.  Any person declared a sexually violent
predator shall register for the person’s lifetime.

WHO MUST REGISTER?

ü  Any person convicted of a sex offense in Kansas or
any other state, who is living in Kansas.

ü  Any person convicted of a violent crime (murder,
manslaughter, aggravated kidnapping, kidnapping
and criminal restraint) on or after July 1, 1997.

ü  Any person required to register by court order or by a
diversion agreement.

ü Any person convicted of an attempt, conspiracy or
solicitation of any of the above offenses.

ü  Any crime the court finds to be sexually motivated.

ü  Any nonresident persons working or attending school
in Kansas.

ü Any Kansas resident required to register under any
federal, military, or other state’s law, even if such
conviction was prior to Kansas’ effective registration
date for that offense.

ü  Any person declared a sexually violent predator
pursuant to K.S.A. 59-29a01, et seq.

ü Juvenile offenders adjudicated of sexually violent
crime.

HOW LONG MUST AN OFFENDER
REGISTER?

     First time offenders must register for:
Ø 10 years after conviction, if not in prison.
Ø 10 years after parole, discharge or release from prison

or a state institution.

Juvenile offenders:
Ø Until 18 years of age or five years from the date of

adjudication, whichever is later.

Second time offenders and aggravated offenders
must register for:

Ø Life.


